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TS MATUYU BaY, WATHEKE ISIAND '

Te Hatuku Bay in the south eazs?t of Waiheke 1s a regionally important sits
for sherebirds.

The bay is .a feeding ground end roost for wading birds, ii contains shellbanis
which provide nesting sites, and it is a flocking area for several species,
particularly New Zealand Doiterel (an endemic bird which is close to the
endzngered level in numberz). Some ornithological records follow:

1. The shellbank as a nesting site:- In recent summers the nesiing species
have been .

Variable Oystercatcher 3 or 4 pairs, wusually raising chicks.

New Zeanland Dotterel 2 or 3 peirs, failed to raise chicks in 1987.

Pied Stilt, severzl pairs usuelly raise chicks.

Cesplan Tern 1 pair yhich provides comparison with colonlal pesting
€. a1 Mangaw

2. Use of the bay by migrent wading birds:—~ The population contains several

hurdred birds, witih Godwits predominant in summer and Dottersl & Oystorcatoheger
Our survey figures for the past three years, 1985-87 reveal )

Sutrer Winter
Variable Qystercatcher 6 42
N.Z. Dotterel 59 13-21
Banded Dotterel - 18
Bar—tailed Godwit 150 -
Pied Stilt 10 30

Tre mzin wader roost is the shellbwrk and the pan on the landward side.
On & recent visit (31.1.88&) the birds present were:
Variable Oystercatcher 16 (10 adults and 6 juveniles)
Yiew Zealand Dotterel 24 (including a bird banded as a chick on the Wade Ti-
Banded Dotterel 11
Wrybill Plover 1
Far-tailed Godwit 220
Pied Stilt 233 (one in smudgy plunege indiceting likely Black Stilt lincacs
3. Sezsonal flocking locztion for New Zealand Dotterel:- Flocking occurs

in Te Matuku Bay during Janvary-April and has been observed in this bay cver

a number of years. A4 flock of 24 birds wss present on 31.1.88 (above)
There are few flocking sites in the region (others are at Mangawhai and

Whanzateau Harbours) and of these Te Matuku Bay is least u1sturbcd Ly buaman
act1v1t)es

CDNCLUSICR Te Matuku Bay is is iwmportant for ornithological stulies and werits
rrotection fcr its shorebizd populations., Conservation measures zre hishly desirabls.
The vicinity of the shellbz ni's iv &z Key locetion for which long-term protection is nezd:d.



